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Have frequently defir'd of the Gentlemen, who 
_ trouble theméelves with Writing Letters to me, 
| that they would be pleas’d to tell me at the 
™ fame time, how an Anfwer may bedireéed to 
im, butin vain; I therefore defire now of thote 
entlemen, that think fit to write tome, but are 
t wiil’ng to have an Anfwer, that they would be 
leas'd not to give themfélves or me, any farther 
le of that kind, for I fhall take no decent no- 
ffiich Letters, neither, indeed do they deferve 


e earneft Gentleman, who I thougkt by -his 
ng to have had fome Senfe and more Honetfty, 
Ifind, fent me two Letters, figned Curtis, and 
having taken it very ill, that when he had cal- 
me Mercenary and Renegado, and fuch like Lan- 
I fhould efteem his Letter to be Scurrilous 3; 
prefs’d for his Leave to write to him, pretends 
not fafe tor him to receive an Anfwer from me 3 
my Corrofpondence with great Men, may be to 
} Damage, and [may make my Court at his Ex- 
nce -——Prepofterous! that Men, who pretend to 
Orrect and Cenfure other Men, fhould be able to 
actife fuch Nonfenfe and abhorr’d Hypocrifie: [ 
intended to have given this Perfon a Relpe@ful 
Convincing Anfwer to his ObjeGtions, and to 
€ fhewn him, wherein he, as other good Men 
e, was miftaken, and did me wrong; but fuch a 
ous Anfwer froma Man of Senfe and Gravity, 
lat toad a Dignity upon himitlf, asin his Letter 
*d todo, was never heard of; as¥f he might 
direé&ted an Anfiver ¢o be lett for him under 
Name, at a ftrange Houfe, and have fent 
ftrange Hand, and have kept himfelf out 
y Danger, even {o fecure, that the Devil, 
nothing of Sathans Knowledge in fuch Se- 
Id not find it out; nor is the Treatment at 
s, to a Man that had Ruin’d himfelf, be- 
ould not betray fuch as himfelf, and never 
Man in his Life. 
Men, Dogmatick and Opinionate in 
take care effeftually to prevent ‘be- 
‘ruth, becaufe the Error they 
nation, and is for their Con- 
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fuch as T, W. A. R. a Namelefs Autbor about a Proe 
phefie, and a Multitude of others, to whom I have 
formerly dire@&ed by Advertifement, my detire to 
write them an Anfwer; but no fuch Advertifement 
being now to be put in, but at the Expence of a Shil- 
ling, they may take this fora general Rule, that if 
they do not think fit to dire&, how, and where, an 
Aniwer may be left, I fhall take no notice of fuch 
Letters, but rank them with Mr. Curtius, as Perfons 
who love to charge falfly, and would not have the 
Perfon they Accufe, defend himfelf, for fear they 
fhould be Convinc’d, and oblig’d to blufh in Secret, 
when they read over God’sCommandment, Thow 
shalt not bear falfe Witnefs again{t thy Neighbour. 

I ask Pardon of my Readers, for the many Digrefli- 
ons of this kind. which I am oblig’d, by the Imper- 
tinence of the Time, tomake asI go; butI return 
to where I left of in my lat; and as I promifed in 


my firit of this Volume, hall now enter more nicely 


than-I have ever done yet, into the State of the Na- 
tion, in which, thofe People who think I dare not 
be plain-on one fide as well as on the other, may find 
themfelves miftaken; and thofe who have Infulted 
me with being Partial and Mercenary, may blufh and 
be afham’d_of it. 

In my Obfervations of the Affairs Abroad, I have 
told you what, I believe, you will find true by the E- 
vent; I fhall give it you againin thefe few Heads, 
which I lay down as Aphorifins, in the State-Philofo- 


ply of the Times, whether they are-fo or not, I fhall 


lea@e to the Iffue. 


3. That no Treaty can be carryed on, or Peace 
made by the Parties now in the V ar, no, nor 
ever was, or could be praticable, but on the 

Foot of a Partition of the Spanifh Monarchy; and 


that the Treaties at the Hague, and at Ghertruy- 


denbergh were all fuch. c 
2. That the firious Strife of Parties, begun here, 
and carried on Abroad, about Separate Peace, 
and Separate War, will be the occafion that the 


Peace will be made on worfe Terms, than even 


the moft forward Promoters of Peace would o- 
therwife have Concluded it on—— I with our 
_- People would awfully refleé& upon what rales 
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ty will have Reafon to Reproach them for, as 
to the prefent Peace ; the one tide for making a 
Peace on worle Terms than they might obtain, 
and the other, for pushing them upon the Ne- 
ceflity of it, for their own Prefervation, 

. That fome People among us, think the beft Way 
to Overthrow the preient Managers of Affairs, 
is by puihing them upon fuch defperate Mea- 
fures, as mult, in thtir own Nature, tend to 
publick Confulion, as that which they think is 
the fureft Way to a new general Revolution ; 
but that thofe People do not fufhciently confider 
what Dittrefles and Extremities this Nation may 
be brought to, ‘before a Deliverance that Way 
can be brought to pafs. 

- That no Separate War can be carried on, now 
we are drawn off fromit, but muft neceifarily ine 
volve this Nation again in a New War with the 
Conquerors, let it be who it will, either Dutch 
or French; unleis thofe Conquerors content them- 
felves with fuch Limitations of Conqueft, as are 
confittent with the Conditions of Peace that we 
now in&ft upon. 
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I conclude this, with one hint froni my private 
Thoughts, viz. That ¥ am in a ferious jawhal Bx 
pectation, of the Judgment of God approathing: 
iWation 3 and this, rot with any Enthafta 
phetick yee thofe are Things 1 makeay 
to; but from many Rational, andj» 
grounded Confiderations, as well, AEH, 
Phings at Home, as Things rod 
on the vitible Approach of the Plague for 
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pait, at leaft one Hundred Miles every. Yes. 


Way, which I have already at large explain’ 


and to which I have this to add, thateven by our 
common News-Papers, viz, the Poff-Man and the 
Daily-Courant, of the 28th and 30th of Auguft. we 
had an Account of feven new Places where the Plague 
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is now broke out, which were not mention’d bef 


1. In Lunenburgh, where the Courant fays, t 
caufed a whole Village to be burn’t, and 
Inhabitants who. were left alive, to came 
ftark Naked, that their Cloaths might not ta 
others with the Infection. : 

2. Inthe Dutchy of Bremen, in feveral Places, 
fides the Town of Staden and the Danifh j 


my. 
30 In Buda, and in feveralother Towns of 1 


tempt I care nog to expreis; I am not fo Flezmati 
as to be filling you with needlefs Alarms, bat it the 
aré not more vifible Reafons, why we thould app: 
hend it now, than there have been for.30 Years pz 
let any one blame me, andif there are, let ev 
Man lay his Hand to his Heart, andconlider it. 

Things Abroad being in this pofture, I fha!l le; 
them for a while, and returning to our Affairs 
Home, I fhall enter a little into that fad, melanc 
ly Thing, call’d the State of the Nation ; I kn 
it will be my Fate not to pleafé you, no, not an’ 
you, Whig or Tory, except that poor de(picable f¢ 
who-fightor, ard lament the Ruin oftheir Count 
my Enguiry thall re pee the following Heads, 
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Mou thall havea caartie Hiftory with Nan 
Biz-Names fegit fall where it will; the Hei 
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